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As the close of another academic session approaches, the activities of the 
Jerusalem School seem to’require a final newsletter to complete the description o: 
the program for the year, Recent weeks have been exceedingly busy ones, not only 
in the field where the third archaeological project of the year has been under= 
taken and completed, but also at the School where attention has been given to the 
many business details which normally arise at the conclusion of each season, 


During the period between Easter ond June 1 the excavetions of the Americah Schoo! 
of Oriental Research were in progress at Dhiban which is located east of the Dead 
Sea and about forty five miles south of Ammon, capital of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of the Jordan. In the newsletter last month President Carl H. Kraeling reported 


on the early phase of the work at Dhiban; the present remarks cre intended as a 
supplement to his description, 


Ours was the second expedition of the School to excavate at Dhiban, A sounding 
wos made at the site in 1950 and excavations were carried on 2 year ago under the 
direction of Professor Fred V. Winnett who was then the Director of the School, 
The excelient work of the School in 1950-51 had’clearly demonstrated the importance 
of Dhiboan, which is to be identified with Dibon, the capital of omcient Moab, and 
it had also prepared us for the difficulaties of excavating such ea site which is 


covered with Areb=Byzantine buildings whose foundations penetrate and disturb 
earlier levels of occupation, 


The objective of our work was to determine the stratification at Dhiban, attempt- 
ing to secure the evidence which would enable us to describe the various levels of 


Occupation from the earliest to the latest archaeological periods, In achieving 
this go2l it was necessary to concentrate in an area the depth of which would not 
be greater then we could hope to clear during a season of two months, Although it 
seemed wise to continue the work which was started last year of exposing the 
defense system of the ancient city, it was felt that the area of excavation shoulc 
include also a section onthe top of the Tell, After several visits to Dhiban it 
was decided that the so=called "Gateway Area" onthe southeast corner of the Tell 
met thése specifi_cations,so the area marked for excavation this year was in this 
region, The choice enabled us to work both south of thedefense system which runs 
approximately east and west at this point, and 2lso within the city wells. In 
addition, a search for tombs ws conductea east of the Tell and a sounding was mac 
in the "ramp" which ascends the Tell on the east side. 


The work of supervising the various oreas under excavation was shared by Prof, A.D 
Tushinghem, our Annuel Professor; Mr. Gus Van Beek, Fellow of the School; Hasan 
Awad Qutshan of Amman; and for briéf periods by Dr. J.P.Free, Wheaton College, and 
Dr. E.H.Broome, Jr., of our School, Mr, Peter Pedrette who had worked in the same 
capacity at our Joint Excavetions in Jericho earlier this year was our surveyor, 
Jamil Albina of Madeba, who was formerly employed as a photographer by the America: 
@olony in Jerusalem, was our photographer. In addition, Hasen Awad served as our 
public relations man with the fifty men and boys whom we employed end with the 





«= 
citizens of Dhiban who showed an interest in our work and also an eagerness to 
acquire’ for building purposes the stones which we uncovered in the course of our 
digging. Bermy Christaki was the cook, dnd Imran Abdo wos driver, repair min anc 
general assistant wherever he was needed, Special credit is due these men for the 


skill and industry with which they handled the duties for which they were 
responsible, 


Working ¢cnditions at Dhiben were more favoreble thanwe had dared hope they 
might be, The paved road from Amman, except for a small section through the 

Wadi Wala, had been recently completed, so we were able to supply the expedition 
from Amman ond Jerusalem without undue strain onthe School cars, The abundant 
rains during December and January hed filled the cisterns in Dhiban with the 
result that we were able to have water delivered to the camp at a reasonable cost. 
By locating the camp in the "saddle" between the north and south Tells we had the 
benefit of the prevailing west wind which provided « cool breeze during the day 
and helped to keep the flies and mosquitos at o minimum, At times in April the 
nights were cold, but onthe whole, we felt that the weatherman had smiled on us 
at Dhiban, The cagerness onthe part of the péople of Dhiban for employment mecn! 
that we had no difficulty in securing laborers, Even during Ramadan which starter 
during the l:st week of excavation, the men and boys continued their work as pick 
men, hoe men and basket boys in spite of the fact that some of them were fasting 
in good Muslim tradition, Except for a workman who attempted to "plant" antiqui-~ 
ties in order thot he might "discover" them and secure a reward in backshish, and 
the night watchman who apparently felt that we were’ safe whether he was awke or 
asleep, the lebor situation was excellent. In fact, when we broke camp on May 31 
to return to Jerisalem there was considerable sadness as we said goodbye to our 
friends inDAiban, It wos 2 source of satisfaction to be able to’ provide employ=- 
ment end some training in excavating procedures for these people, and I mst also 
mention the excellent job done by Mr. Van Beek, our first-aid man on the expedi- 
tion, who was in great demand as the local medicine men, 


The final study of the pottery, plans and photographs is yet to be undertaken, but 
several observations concerning the results of the excavation are possible now, 
The search for tombs on the north side of the Wadi east of the Tell about 200 
meters distant resulted in the discovery of one grave, one collapsed tomb which 
had evidently not been occupied, and another tomb which had been occupied during 
the Iron Age but which hed been disturbed after the last burial had been made, 
The latter is the tomb referred to by President Kraeling as containing the baked- 
clay coffin with a fragmmtery, anthropoid type lid. The pottery secured from 
this area will be significamtfor the pottery chronology of ancient Moab, and it 


is to be hoped that future excavations of the School at Dhiban will bring to light 
additional tombs, 


On the Tell itself the excavations resulted in the discovery’of remains from the 
Arab-Byzontine, the Romen=-Nebataeen and the Iron Age periods, When the coins 

have been cleaned 2nd when further study of the pottery can bé undert7ken it will 
doubtless be possible to date the verious levels more closely, Near the surface 
of the Tell Islomic buildings of 1 domestic nature were discovered, In their 
constructior capitels ond column bases from earlier Byzsntine, oman and Nabat- 
aeen buildings were reused, The house plans could be readily treced although 
plundering by later peoples in search of building stones h-d removed any trace of 
a city woll, if one cxisted during this period, It wis determined that the 
"Gateway" for the period of early Arzbic occupation wis actually en entrance to 

a building complex only part of which we were able to expose, The rooms excavated 
however, cont-ined en oven, several complete pottery vesscls, coins, the entrance 
to an excellent cistern which contained nothing earlier then Islemic sherds, and 
in the roéms were various objects of domestic use including a quantity of gloss 
fragments, Neor the surface was found a2 stone on which wes inscribed a fregment-rv 





Greek text from the third century A.D. This was the mly inscriptional material 


except for an Arabic se4l impression on glass; our hopes of finding another Meshe 
stele were not realized, 


Evidences of occupation in the Roman-Nabataean period were discovered but all 
traces of buildings which may have existed in the area had been destroyed by..late 
builders, However, an impressive section of the city wall from the period was 
exposed, Standing on native soil and still rising to a height of more than 20 
feet, the will runs east-west in the area excavated, Also constructed on native 
soil and staiding directly south of the will but not touching it were two arches 
on which rested stones which appear to have been part of an aqueduct used for 
transporting rainwater from thé city of this period to a res¥ervoir which can 
still be seem east of the Tell, At the western terminus of the wall there is a 
more maxz crudely constructed wall running south into the "saddle" between the 
north and south Tells, Although there is evidence of several stages of rebuildin 
during the Roman-Nabataean period, in at Jeast the final stage there was a ramp 
approaching the ‘north Tell from the "saddic" and one could enter the city by a 
series of steps, Among the lamps, juglets and other pottery vessels and objects 
were two Nabataean bowls which have been ¢cmpletely restored and fragments of two 
others which have been partially restored, The bowls are of the’ delicate, painte 
egg-shell variety which are 2 weil know type of ware from Petre, Khirbet et- 
Tannur and other Nabataean sites, but because there are only two such complete 


bowls in the Department of Antiquities in Amman there has been considerable inter. 
est in these finds, 


Discoveries in the Iron Age levels were less satisfactory although séme sections 
of walls were discovered which can be attributed only to this period, A consid- 
erable quantity of Iron I and II sherds and an oven were discovered, but all © 
traces of the Moabite gateway which we hoped to find in the area were lacking, 

It’ is possible that such a gateway lies either north or south of the area excavat- 
ed, and it is also possible that the heavy Roman=Nabataean defense adatteadin in this 
area Obliterated all traces of an earlier wall and gateway, 


Although the results of the excavations this year at Dhiban are not sensational, 
they are satisfactory in many weys and will contribute considerably toward a 
better understanding of an important biblical site, The Tell-is « very large onc 
the occupied crea estimated to be more than 250 by 400 meters, and covered as‘it 
is with Arab-Byzantine buildings whose foundations disturb the earlier levels, it 
presents many problems to the excavator; but the results this year have been im- 


portant, and I am exceedingly pleased that the program for next year includes 
another season at Dhiban, 


- 


Recent weeks ct the School have been marked, not only by archaeological endeavors 
but also by a series of sad farewells, Dr, E,W,Hamrick, Fellow of the’ School 
this year, departed from Jerusalem to return’to the U.S.A. on April 22, A few 
days later Professor Sirarpie Der Nersessian, our Honorary Visiting Lecturer, and 
her sister left for France by way of Syria, Turkey end southern. Europe; they 
expect to be at Dumbarton Oaks in October, President Kraeling's visit in May and 
his return for two days in June were occasions for rejoicing at the Sct.20l, but 
there was the sad farewell when we saw him off at the Jerusalem airport for the 
trip by sir back to Chicago, On June 14 Mr, Pedrette returned to London, and a 
few days later Mr. Van Beek started his journey by air back to Baltimore, On the 
first leg of his trip which called for a stop over at Cyprus he ws joined by 
Professor Tushingham, The latter has since returned to the School, and Mr. Van ° 
Beek, who has been appointed as a Fellow for next year, will return in September, 


During June there has been great activity in the School basement where plans and 
drawings of the Dhiban excavation have been completed and where the work of 
pottery restoration has been carried on, The lst few davs kav be -> } 
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as pottery and sherds acquired by the Department of Antiquities have been boxed 
and delivered to the Museum in Amman and-as the shipment of other mterials from 
Dhiban is being preparéd for tronsport to the U.S.A., where they will be avcil- 
able for further study. The new museum in Amman, by the way, now houses the 
offices of the Department of Antiquities, but damage to the éxhibition cases in 
shipment has postponed the formal opening for several months, 


Other’ activities at the School during the month of June have included two School 
trips, one to Dothan, Tell Tatanach and other tells north of Nablus, and the othe 
to the dolmen. fields near Tell Damiya end Kufrinji necr 'Ajlun east of the Jordan 
River, These areas were of perticular interest to Dr. Broome who has aroused 

in others of us 2 desire to visit these ancient sites again, Another trip in a 
lighter vein wis made one evening to the Dead Sea near Kallia where the employees 
and others of the School had supper on the shore as the moon wis rising over the 
mountains of Moab and casting 2 silver path across the Dead Sea, For those who 
h-ad missed ar. earlier trip through the Siloam tunnel in the Kidron Velley south 
east of the Jerusalem city wall another evening expedition was organized, Enter- 
ing the tunnel]. necr the Siloom Pool we made our way in 4bout thirty minutes throu 
the tunnel to the northern end at the Virgin's Fountain, The water at its great- 
est depth is not more than three feet, and it was possible to negotiate the tunne. 
without difficulty, Although it bends ond turns at the mid point es if the ancie 
engineers had difficulty in deciding the direct course to follow, the Siloam 
tunnel is stiil an eloquent witness to the engineering ability of ancient times, 


For me personally the climax of cn exciting and eventful year came several days 
ago when I learned in Amman that it was possible to schedule » flight over the 
areas where we had excavated, I chertered a smell, Arab Airways plane; Mr, 
Harding secured permission for me to fly over non-military creas and accompanied 
me on the journey. We flew to Dhiban where we circled for ten minutes about two 
thousand feet above the Tell, Many of the walls on the surface or directly beneat! 
it which are not apparent as one walks over them stand out very clearly as one 
views them from the cir, Although the study of Dhiban from the air wes most re- 
warding it was also a humbling experience to see what 1 small impression our ex- 
cavations had made on the Tell in spite of our strenuous efforts, Flying from 
Dhiban west near the southern rim of the majestic Wadi Mojib, the biblical Arnon, 
we flew across the Dead Sea to 'Ain Fashka, Khirbet Qumran and the mountain range 
which we had explored painfully on foot during March, Visibility ws excellent 
and from’ this point we could sec both the northern and southern shores of the 
Dead Sea, and the Lisan stretching from the eastern shore like a large tongue. 
From Khirbet Sumran we flew east of Jericho where we obtzined an impressive view 
of the historic Jordan River which winds its serpentine wey from the north and 
empties in the Dead Sea, Completing the return journey to Ammon we’ could see 
Teleilat Ghassul, lit, Nebo, the remarkable remains at 'Araq el Amir, and other 
sites as we flew south of the road between Shunci cond Amman, 


Readers of these newsletters will recall that I reported in April on the work of 
the Sumran @aves Expedition’ which was 2 joint undertaking of the Ecole Biblique 
et Archaeologique Francaise, the Palestine Archaeol ogical Museum and the Ameri- 

can School of Oriental Research in the area northwest of the Dead Sea and near 
the cave of the famous Dead Sea Scrolls, There is no further news now exeept to 
report thot everything possible is being’done to make available to’scholars the 


results of the work, President Kraeling, during his recent visits, ond Professor 
Albright, through correspondence, have been helpful in obtaining technical advice 
regarding the possibility of opening the two metal rolls which are now on tempor 
ary exhibition in the Polestince Museum, The pottery from the caves will be 
restored through the facilities of the Museum, but because of other commitments 
it will take severel months to complete the task, Mr, Harding, es Director of 
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the Department of Antiquities and Acting’Curator of the Museum, as well aw Pere 
R.deVeux, Director of the Ecole Biblique, have been most cooperative as we have 


considered plans for further study of these materials and for a joint publication 
by the participating institutions. 


At the School Mahmud has been doing his usual skilful work in the garden with thc 
result that the grounds are in excellent condition, Spring cléaning has taken 
place and severcl rooms which needed it mcst- have been painted, Although the 
School Host«l is nearly vacant at the moment, we have had a number of guests, 
Those who have lived in the Hostel since Easter and whose names have not been ° 
reported in carlier’ newsletters are the following: Rev. J.H.Mcson, Roanoke, Va.;~ 
Dr. Carl E. DeVries, Cairo, Egypt; Rev. E.Leigh, Aughton, England; Prof. end’Mrs,. 
Theodore L. Nydchl and sons, Bruce and Craig, Anatoli: College, Thessaloniki, 
Greece; Mr. Herbert C. Lund, Whittier, Cal; Dr. Abdul Kerim Gharaybeh, Amman; 
Miss Masuko Otaki and’ Prof, Nemio Edami, Tokyo, Japen; Mr, Sinclair Hood, British 
School of Archaeology, Athens, Greece; Mr. Richard P. Mitchell, Cairo, Egypt; Mr. 


John H. Reid, Edinburgh, Scotland; Dr. Sandford Fleming, Berkeley Baptist Divinit 
School, Berkeley, Calif, 


On July lst my term at the School will be completed and Prof, A.D.Tushingham wil] 
assume the duties of Director, A week Inter the Reeds will fly to Beirut sailin; 
on July 20th’ for New York City, It will not be easy to say farewell to our frier 
in Jerusalem, but it will be good to return to our home in Fort Worth, Texas, «unc 
to our friends at Texns Christian University, It has been a2 genuine privilage fc 
us to-have been associated with the School this year and we are indebted to the 
staff, the students end employces, as well as to the officials of the Departmont 
of Antiquities, the Falestine Archzreological Museum and the municipality of 
Jerusalem for the cooperation and assistance which have aided materially in mkin 
this a memorable year for the School, We are especially grateful to President 
Kraeling who gove most generously of his time in helping to bring to a successful 
coriclusion the program of the current year and in setting up the program for the 
next year. Dr, A.H.Detweiler has likewise been most helpful through correspon- 
dence on numerous problems which have arisen in connection with the field and 
business activities of the School. As Professor and Mrs. Tushinghoam assume the 
duties which have been ours, we covet for them the same generous cooperation 
which we have received on every hand, 


One dare not prophesy the future inthis area of the world, but we sincerely 
hope thet the excellent progrem which has been planned for the coming year can 
be carried out in spite of mounting political tensions throughout the world. We 
foel thet the American School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem represents, not 
only a working institution which makes 1 valucble contribution from yeor to year 
to the training of young people in archaeology, but is also a symbol of the 


concern which American colleges and univorsities have for the history end the 
archaeology of this ares, 


William L. Reed 
Director 











